
Deda Jayne Whitaker
April 5, 1946 - August 8, 2021

Deda Jayne Whitaker passed away peacefully in Newton, NC on August 8,
2021, surrounded by her family. She was born on April 5, 1946, in Rushville to
Weldon and Maxine (Spacy) Wall. She was the beloved first Grandchild of
Jesse & Hazel Wall and Clifford & Ruth Spacy. She grew up in Manilla and at
the age of 8 moved to Rushville along with two of her three siblings, Margo,
and Denny. Deda later become the adored big sister to another sister Lisa.
Deda graduated in 1964 from Rushville High School, Rushville and later
earned her cosmetology license. She was a master hairdresser in Indianapolis
where she lived with her family, husband Michael Whitaker married October 2,
1964, and children Douglas (Doug), Jennifer (Jenny), and Gregory (Pooh).
She returned to Rushville in 1974. Deda stayed in Rushville until 1998, when 
she moved to Las Cruces, NM to enjoy time with her daughter Jennifer and
her family. She moved back to Rushville in 2015 and had begun to split time
with her Rushville family, and North Carolina with her daughter’s family. Her
first job was at the Dairy Delight, a high school hangout that fit her personality
to a tee. She had many jobs, as well as a homemaker. Deda was the
Executive Director of the Rush 
County Red Cross. She and her husband owned a farm and farmed together
for many years. Deda was a master gardener and worked at Kuhn’s
Landscaping in Shelbyville. She worked in 
banking in Rushville for Rushville National, Peoples and later in Las Cruces at
Pioneer Bank. Deda Jayne had a zest for life that included, watching lifetime



shows, gin & tonics, and laughing 
with her children, grandchildren and many nieces and nephews. A fan of Elvis
Presley, she used her hairdresser connections to have 5th row seats at Elvis’s
last concert at the Coliseum in 
Indianapolis. The parties that she and her husband gave with their friends
every year was a joy to her. Vacations were spent in the Summer at Glen
Eden Lake in Michigan or on the beach in 
Winter. She loved her family, and spending time with them was her favorite
part of the day. A vibrant lady who was a member of many social and civic
groups, Deda was an active member 
who could be counted on to supply the fun. A 50-year member of Kappa
Kappa Sigma, her beloved social sorority, where she held the position of
President & Treasurer of the local Rushville Chapter. She was a member of
Daughters of the American Revolution and held many 
chairmanships. Deda was a member of the Republican Lady’s society. A
member of St Paul’s United Methodist Church in Rushville. In Las Cruces,
Deda attended St. Paul’s Methodist 
Church who shared the same name with her lifelong church in Rushville.
While in Mooresville, NC, with her daughter, she was a member of the Golden
Girls, Iredell Senior Citizens and 
Lakeview Church. Deda is survived by her son, Doug Whitaker, wife Holly,
granddaughter Abbey Jo, grandsons 
Josh and Jerrod Wedding. Daughter Jennifer Ward, husband Rocky,
grandchildren Malia, Jorie, Garrett and Bradan Ward, and granddaughter
Emily Mann. She is survived by one sister; Lisa 
Jo Winship. Surviving nieces and nephews; Geoff and Alex Wesling, Jessica
Mull Cole, Brian Mull, Ashley Wall Bowles, Joshua Wall. 
She was proceeded in death by her grandparents; Jesse & Hazel (Coon) Wall,
Clifford & Ruth (Sherwood) Spacy Glendenning. Husband; Michael Whitaker.
Parents; Weldon Wall, Maxine (Spacy) Wall Kuhn, Sister; Margo Mull, Brother;
Dennis Wall, and son; Gregory Whitaker. 



Services will be held at 11 AM Friday, August 13, 2021 in Moster Mortuary,
Rushville. Burial will be in the Rushville East Hill Cemetery. Friends are
welcome to visit the family at the mortuary on Thursday evening from 4-8 PM.
John Wall will preside.



Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 12. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Moster Mortuary
334 North Main Street
Rushville, IN

Service

AUG 13. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Moster Mortuary
334 North Main Street
Rushville, IN 46173
(765) 932-3914
info@mostermortuary.com
https://www.mostermortuary.com
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January 28, 2023 at 12:19 PM

Deda Jayne Whitaker

Hilda Ruiz - September 30, 2021 at 05:08 PM

I had the pleasure of working with Deda at
Matrix Capital Bank in Las Cruces, NM. I was
saddened to hear of Greg's passing as well,
both good people. My Sincerest Condolences
to the Family of Deda Whitaker. I just loved to
hear Deda say "How's Come", She was a hoot, loved her. May the
Good Lord give you Strength and Comfort during this difficult
time.......Hilda Ruiz, Las Cruces, NM

marilyn halllambert - August 13, 2021 at 08:50 AM

Sorry to hear this sad news. I remember so many good times with
Deda back in the day! God bless. Marilyn (McGinnis)

Janet (Safewright) Bolan - August 11, 2021 at 10:45 AM

Prayers to you and your family, Lisa! So sorry
for your loss!
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Michelle Frayer - August 11, 2021 at 09:23 AM

Michelle Frayer lit a candle in memory of
Deda Jayne Whitaker

Lora (Means) Vaughn - August 11, 2021 at 09:06 AM

Lora (Means) Vaughn lit a candle in memory
of Deda Jayne Whitaker

Caroline Allison - August 10, 2021 at 12:28 PM

Thoughts and prayers with you Lisa and
family 

Ann Robben - August 10, 2021 at 05:09 AM

My sympathy to all of you!
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With Love from your DAR sisters! - August 09, 2021 at 10:37
PM

With Love from your DAR sisters! purchased the
Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of Deda
Jayne Whitaker.

Kathleen Brown - August 09, 2021 at 08:37 PM

Kathleen Brown lit a candle in memory of
Deda Jayne Whitaker

Sally & John Collyer - August 09, 2021 at 06:36 PM

Sally & John Collyer lit a candle in memory of
Deda Jayne Whitaker

https://www.mostermortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mostermortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Sally & John Collyer - August 09, 2021 at 06:47 PM

Deda was such a special friend for many years. Deda & Mike stood up
with us when John & I were married outside our home in Milroy by Little
Flatrock. We were poor and she made sure I had flowers and a cake.
Of course, she came with a bottle of wine for us to celebrate after our
private family only wedding. She & I thought We needed to do a toast
prior to the wedding that was performed by Judge Marshall. We did a
toast alright, the entire bottle between both of us before our vows. Mike
& John did their toast among themselves. Our friendship has carried on
since then. We could always talk to each other about anything and
everything because the love and trust we had for each other. I love you
Deda and I am sure there will be more stories when I see you again.

SC
Sally & John Collyer - August 09, 2021 at 08:22 PM

I love you so much🦋

Polly
Williams

Polly Williams - August 10, 2021 at 09:28 AM

lmfao


